and Dennis Plotrowskl

‘ 'Not too‘,lon'g ag,o,‘ a‘ o
homeowner discovered. -
an empty suitcase tucked
away in the attic of her '
new home, “Yutaro Ka-

washiri Famlly No.'39528”
was written in red marker:

on one 51de of the sultcase.r

The age of the suitcase,
the distinctive, “Famlly
No.” identific: ion, and ~
the Jaﬁanese surname
could only mean the orlg-
inal owner of the suitcase
had been in an intern-
ment camp durlng World
Warll.: -

This discovery started
the homeowner on a quest
to find the owner or de-
scendants of the suitcase
that was more than 75
years old. b

With the help of a de-
termined friend and the
photographs, family his-

By Monique Sugimoto

.. -ter the war, the family re

; fbrary Dlstrlct’s Local HIS-'

ory Center, the sultcase

He and his
famlly were interned at

" .‘the Colorado River Relo-*
- cation Center (Poston) in
 Arizona. After a few years -
i '~workmg at the Seabrook 2

Farms in New Jersey a

turned to the South Bay.
Kawashiri died in 1950.
While the reunion of
a forgotten suitcase with
family members isn’t a

daily occurrence, stories

such as this from the Local
History Center illustrate
the importance of docu-
mentlng and preservmg
the unique history of the
Palos Verdes community.

farmers on .

center received a grant
rfrom the Institute of Museum

and Library Services fora

. project called Your Story iSthe\ ioike
Peninsula’s Story 7

The local hlstory col-,

~lection started at the Pen- "
“insula Center; lerary in:

' 71969, just two years after’ ;

- the library was completed. .

The collection was housed

atthe Malaga Cove Li-

: the Peninsula Center and
- stored in a room with bet-

ter climate control to help

' preserve the material. )
_To this day, the:collec- -
" tion continues to thrive

and serves as one of the

few resources document--

ing the Peninsula’s story.
In 2015, the Local His- -

- tory Center interviewed
- and surveyed residents to

. line.

munity’s diversity. Another

key finding was the desire

to have more materlals on-

Wlth this i 1n mlnd the

e center applied for and re-

ceived a grant from the
Institute of Museum and
Library Services for a
prOJect called Your Story
is the Peninsula’s Story
(YSPS). -

‘making them available

.. tal repository (www palo :
. verdeshistory.org). -

~ N ' . Photo Collection and, the

Iearn how 1t could bet— :

; ter meet the communi-

- ty’s. needs The center dis--

~ covered a desire for pho-
. tographs and records -

"> documenting post-World
‘War II life on the Penin--

2. sula,’ag'well as’ ‘more ma-

. terials reﬂectlng ‘the com-.

. first six yéars of the Palos A
‘Verdes Bulletin are now -

g rently preparing to add
- -~ images from the Palos

57 lectlon

»:the Palos Verdes News be-

insula, this fully search-.. *.
- able database will provide:

*ﬂvents encourage,
‘munity members to br1ng s
‘photos and documents
that capture their unique

the center has beén digi-
tizing key materlals and:

‘online through its digi

‘nity-to-have them scanned
-and mcluded m the dlgltal
3 'reposrtory '
' Commumty members

— longtime residents and - ‘}
: f‘newcomers alike — create e
"‘the Penlnsulas history. -

The Phillips. Ranch

online. The center is cur-

i “ter is holdmg anopen
Verdes College Photo Col- - house in the Peninsula
- Center Library Commu-

YSPS is also dlgltlzmg . ‘nity'Room on Jan, 16 from -

“2-4 p.m.-Don’t miss your
“chance to visit and learn
about the center’s new-
est initiative and how you
.can play an important role
in telling the story of the
‘Palos Verdes Peninsula.

tween 1937 to 1967. As the
longest-running newspa-
per documenting the Pen-

access to a very impor-
tant era in the Peninsula’s
growth. .

A key component of
YSPS is-a series of pubhc
“scanning events” sched--
uled for spring 2016. The

Dennis Piotrowski and

Monique Sugimoto are
‘adult services librarians
at the Palos Verdes
Library District.

connection to the commu-

“The Local History Cen— , ,




